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That this Congress deprecates the annexation of Upppr Burma,
and considers that if the Government unfortunately decide on
annexation, the entire country of Burma should be separated from
the Indian Viceroyalty, and constituted a Crown Colony, as dis-
tinct in all matters from the government of this country as
Ceylon.
After some discussion, the proposition was carried. At the present
moment, while Indian politicians are crying aloud that Burma
should be regarded as an integral part of India, the bureaucracy is
jealously seeking to guard the province from contamination with
the currents of Indian political life. Such are the changes which the
whirligig of Time brings about.
The resolution on Burma practically finished the business of the
session. At the close, resounding cheers were given for the Queen-
Empress and for Mr. Hume, to whose energy, driving force and
burning love for the land in which he had spent the best years of
his life, were due in a great measure the inception and success of the
first National Congress of the people of India. Small as it was in
numbers, it might be regarded as voicing the opinions of a growing
number of politically minded Indians. The resolutions which were
carried at its session were generally adopted at meetings held all
over the country.
The proceedings of the Congress evoked widespread interest, and
were noticed at some length in The Times, whose Bombay corres-
pondent wrote a sympathetic account of the movement. Comment-
ing upon it, the * Thunderer* could not resist the temptation of
indulging in sentiments which are the usual stock-in-trade of the
die-hard. After referring to the manner in which Bombay had
substantiated her claim to be the first city in India by being the
gathering place of the first national assembly, it went on to give a
qualified approval to some of the resolutions, and an unqualified
disapproval to others. After detailing the latter, the journal
remarked:
The first question which this series of resolutions will suggest is
whether India is ripe for the transformation which they involve.